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Agenda - Frontenac Secondary School and Module de L’Acadie
School Council

Wednesday October 19th, 2022, 6:30 pm
Learning Commons


	
	Present: Sheri Jones, Meaghan Gauthier-Marois, Colleen Notley, Crystal Bevins-Leblanc, Ethan Perez, Christy Wither, Maggie Gallivan, Nicole Rowsome, Don Polk, Shelly West, Geoff Salter, Angie Clark, Casey Walters Grey, Sophia Harrison, Saira Cheema, Kareen Ferguson, Narelle Moses, Emily Casterton, Mark De Lissar, Laura Bark, 

Regrets: James Bonham-Carter, Babi Sugarman



1. Call to order 
· CN gave explanation about Acadie & FSS councils merging, asked everyone to sign attendance sheet, and feel free to send items for agenda

2. Adoption of the agenda
1st Crystal, 2nd Sophia, approved

3. Approval of the minutes for September 20th.
1st Don, 2nd Maggie, approved

4. Reports for information

I. TREASURERS REPORTS
a.  Acadie – Christy Withers 
Summary from 2021-2022 school year - council organized 3 fund -raisers and raised enough to contribute to the purchase of Red Maple books, musical instruments, and the graduation reception and ceremony. Some of the money raised last year was raised to contribute to books for the 2022-2023 school year. The amount of money we have to start with will be announced at the next meeting after a few clarifications are made.

b. FSS – Ethan Perez
Revenue (not yet sure of the source) 					$1,000.00
Staff Appreciation Breakfast: 
1. Receipt from General Account 		$647.00
2. Cafe/Food                                 		$630.11               17.11
Office Supplies - Parent Packages                                 		(851.20)
A/S Unavail Comp                                              			        	1,119.52
Fund Balance                                                  			         	$1,285.43

II. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Sheri Jones (Acadie and Frontenac)
School News, Events and Updates
· Acadie Open House was very well attended, parents and families came in to meet the teachers and see the school on September 28th 
· Students in English classes attended Kingston Writers fest in downtown Kingston on September 29th.
· Post-Secondary Institutions have been visiting the school to speak to students. Mrs. Lowry and Mr. Slate took a bus full of senior students to the Ontario Universities Fair in Toronto on October 1st. 
· Frontenac Honour Awards on October 5th was a huge success – full house of family, friends, and students to celebrate the academic successes of 2021-2022. Our apologies to our Jewish families that this event was planned on Yom Kippur. We will work to ensure that important religious holidays are protected from school events where possible.
· Successful fire drill on Wednesday, October 12th with the Kingston Fire Department at the school
· Grade 9 girls were given the opportunity to participate in The Ophelia Club’s Thriving in Grade 9 on October 13th.  
· Civics classes visited the Parliament Buildings in Ottawa on October 14th.
· Fifty Advanced Placement English students are on a trip to New York city Wednesday, October 19 – Sunday, October 23rd.
Extracurriculars
· Acadie – running club, cross country, soccer, lawn bowling, coming up – volleyball.
· Frontenac – boys’ volleyball and football, girls’ basketball and field hockey, cross country, golf, intramural Ultimate Frisbee 
· Reach for the Top trivia team competed last week in Watertown.
School Safety, Routines and Expectations
· Grade forums – messages to all students about expected behaviour
· Procedures for attendance and lates 
· Parking lot traffic, drop off and pick up at beginning and end of day
· Parking lot during school events (i.e., football games)
· Addressing vaping in the washrooms issue ongoing
Equity and Inclusion Update 
· The Black and Racialized Mentor/Tutor Program – now available – contact Angie Lowry in Guidance Department
· School Equity Champion – Nicole Kasserra – resources for teachers
· Truth and Reconciliation – Orange Shirt Day – Friday, September 30th 
· Anti-Bullying Student Group – staff advisor Aleeza Sohn took a group of students to a training session on Wednesday, October 12th.  This group of grade 10,11 and 12 students from our school community have been asked to deliver creative and interactive workshops to grade 7 and 8 students to Acadie student and other feeder schools.  
Teacher Professional Development (PA Day – Monday, October 24th)
· At all LDSB schools K-12 - The Third Path – book by David Tranter bridging the gap between student achievement and well-being – relationship-based approach
· Continue our work using ideas from Street Data on understanding who are students are “in the margins” and what can we do to help them – next step, examine other school climate data and look for trends to be questioned. 
· Teachers who are teaching de-streamed grade 9 classes – working in their departments and with our instructional coach (Stephen Duncan) 
· Using a new resource selection tool for teachers to examine existing resources and identify areas for new resources – centering student needs and interests, culturally responsive pedagogy, and opportunities to think critically
Facility Improvement Plan Process and Update
· Work on Falcon’s Nest underway – alternative teaching and learning space
· 3–5-year parking lot and school grounds and yard improvement
Communications
· FSS Early Reports – sent by the teacher by email or paper form sent home 
· Websites – acadie.limestone.on.ca,  frontenacss.limestone.on.ca  – news items, morning announcements, school, and board policies etc.
· Social Media - Twitter @FSSProps, @ModuleAcadie
· Acadie Weekly Update Newsletter
Upcoming Events
· Frontenac Parent Teacher Night – Thursday, October 27th 
· Acadie End of Year Field Trip Planning - Grade 8 – Quebec City? Grade 7 RKY Camp (June 13-15)

ACADIE TEACHER REPRESENTATIVE REPORT - Meghan Gauthier-Marois
I will mention in my report some financial requests, which hopefully we can discuss afterwards.

Since the last meeting:

1. Presentation by motivational speaker Andy Thibodeau to promote student engagement.
2. Diner en ville started & is going well.
3. Instrumental music has begun for all students.
4. Activities for Truth and Reconciliation Week.
5. Terry Fox run & Cross Country training. Final run is tomorrow at Fort Henry.
6. Grade 7 Immunizations went well. The second one will be in the spring, after it has been 6 months.
7. Red Maple books were announced and ordered. They should be arriving soon!  Traditionally, School Council has paid for ½ of the books. The total cost was just under $2700.00.  Could you pay for $1350.00? The school covers the rest of the bill. This program benefits all 280 students in the school. And, since you have supported us with English resources, we were hoping that you would consider supporting us with French resources–another class set of La Plus Grosse Poutine du Monde, more variety of French books in the library, Grade 8 class sets of a novel study? Meaghan will inquire about French book budget for Acadie. Do we have one? What is the amount? Is it carried forward from previous years?
8. 8L went to the Water Purification plant and learned about the process. Great trip.
9. Volleyball tryouts have begun. No one gets cut - they get put into teams through the tryouts.
10. Caribou math contest - today and tomorrow, & in November, Jan, Feb, Apr & May
11. IEPs went home today.

Upcoming:

1. Social Committee has started - students are organizing spirit days for next week and a dance for the afternoon of October 31st as well as pumpkin carving.
2. Photo retakes are on November 1st. 
3. Remembrance Day ceremony will be with FSS & Acadie students will be part of it.
4. Progress reports go home on November 18th.
5. Maker Day is November 24th - we are hoping for parent volunteers to come in and offer their skills to teach students how to make or create something. Would parent council be willing to provide funds for some special guests?
6. Food drive starting the end of November.
7. Bouncy bands for chairs–would parent council be willing to support ½ the cost? 10/class would equal 500$ total, 250$ from parent council.

Meaghan also mentioned the grade 8s will not be going to St. Donat, too expensive. An alternate trip will be organized. She is also working with Mme. Johnson to run Social Committee (formerly student council) to organize spirit days, dances.

III. CHAIRS REPORTS
a.  Acadie – Maggie Gallivan
Acadie is hiring an Office Administrator - Lynn is filling in temporarily. Acadie’s website has been updated with Current Parent Council contacts. Acadie Open House was a smashing success.
School Social Committee needing Pumpkins, Radio contest on Move 98.3, everybody comment on IG, FB and Twitter for our school to receive free pumpkins for our students to carving – what does Social Committee need from Parent Council? Any questions on the PIC slideshow or minutes forwarded to Council. Concerns about Vaping– f/u with Council for next steps.

b. FSS – Colleen Notley
MindPOP – A huge thank you to our very own Angie Clark for presenting the seminar called Mind pop to our parent population.   This strategy provides “tips and tricks to help your child build their time management and organizational skills which promotes student success.  She presented at the end of August to our grade 9 parents, and again on September 27th to all other grades.    We learned a lot of great tips.  Angie is a great speaker so if you ever get a chance to listen to her, you won’t be disappointed.  Thank you, Angie.

Vaping
This issue continues in the school.   As we all know, many kids are too intimidated to use the washrooms, and many are holding it all day, until they get home.  This is not healthy.  Thank you to James for sending a letter home to parents but there wasn’t a solution in his message nor steps to try and reduce it.  

In the message, James encouraged students who feel intimidated to come to a teacher or staff member and they would be discrete, but I personally don’t know how this will help because we already know it exists.   Have there been suspensions due to vaping and are there repeat offenders. I am wondering if the students who are vaping, are continuing because it’s all talk and no action. That being said, I don’t have a solution, especially if the board doesn’t acknowledge or address the issue.     

I spoke with Crystal Bevens-Leblanc (who is the past co-chair of PIC), who spoke to Shayla (current chair) about this issue, and she mentioned that I could go through the delegation process – if I wish to present my concerns to the board.  I’m not familiar with how this process works but would support anyone who feels like taking this on.    

Crystal also mentioned that Public Health is working on some student-facing educational initiatives, and James sent something out to families regarding vaping in follow-up to the PIC meeting.

Maybe we need to start petition and take that to the board!!!!!   I am sure parents from other schools will sign it

Pro grant
Progrant Funding –– Parent Reaching Out Grant (PRO Grant)
The Ministry of Education provides funding to district School boards and school authorities to lead projects with a focus on the identification and the removal of barriers that prevent parents/caregivers from participating and engaging fully in their children's learning.
We need to start thinking of ways in which we can use this funding.  The amount is 1000.00 per school and must be geared toward parents.  This doesn’t mean that kids can’t be involved but the funding is to be used to promote parent evolvement.    So … start thinking of ideas

Indigenous family rep 
We have been encouraged as a council to promote this position.  It is currently vacant.  This executive position was created last year by the board in a continued effort to work with indigenous families and provide support.   The person who fills this position will be the liaison between indigenous families and the school council.  
James put out a school messenger message stating that council is still looking for an indigenous rep to fill the position.

School Day System
I think this is new this year … is that correct?   This is the program we were asked to use when setting up interviews with the teachers.

Questions for Sheri
1. Was information sent out to parents about this new system.
2. What information will be on it?
3. Does a parent and a student have separate accounts.
4. Do the parents have access to their child’s account?
5. What is the secure key?

Other ways to get information about activities happening at the school include:

· School messenger
· Twitter – @FSS Props
· Instagram – FSSfreddy
· Instagram - fss.athletics 
· Facebook – FSS Parents (Private group) 
· Facebook - Frontenac SS Parents (public group)
· School website
· School calendar (on website)
· Student’s teachers 
· Guidance Councillor 
· Aspen

Angela Lowry – Head of Student Services at Frontenac (This was not talked about at the meeting but was sent out to parents in an email)

Shared information with James about a webinar series coming up.  These workshops for parents are put on by the Metis Nation of Ontario.  Please spread the word - all parents are invited.  The link was shared in a previous email.   The 4 webiner titles are as follows.
· Youth gaming – October 19th
· Youth gambling and the convergence of gaming - November 23 rd 
· Social media and online safety – January 18th
· Balance Technology use – February 15th


Forming committees
Should we start forming small working groups or committees within the bigger council
· Fund raising 
· Financial committee – discuss where we can spend the money and take it to the council for a vote
· Suggestions for other committees
· Anti-Vaping 

Discussion/Questions

· Clarification about request for book sets and how they are used. Meaghan explained that books would be used for whole class read-alouds where all students need a book to do class activities together.
· Crystal reminded the council of policy that educational materials for class cannot be funded by school council, but books for library can be.
· Meaghan described how difficult it is for teachers to get adequate French books for grade 7 & 8.
· Discussion around how parent council money can be used to support educational initiatives.
· Q: Can extra-curricular activities be posted on website or in a newsletter so caregivers can be more aware of what is available? SJ has made note of this request
· Q: more information about gender-specific event, activity for girls or those who identify as female – Sheri described Ophelia club as an opportunity for grade 9s to meet with senior students to talk about experiences; aim to increase empowerment in this particular cohort/group
· Q: Why was student council at Acadie replaced by social committee? Meaghan explained that different teacher is in charge of group and teachers agreed that they wanted focus to be around social events. Concern expressed that it may be missed opportunity for students to learn about governance etc
· Q: FSS council would love for an FSS teacher rep to attend meetings as well as representatives from FSS student council. Sheri has made a note of this.
Concerns re: Vaping
· Parents expressed ongoing concerns regarding vaping in school bathrooms. Issue of vaping was raised at PIC meeting, but no real opportunity for discussion.
· Sheri said that school personnel are open to educational initiatives around vaping. Students at FSS have been suspended but in order to fine they have to see smoke coming out of student’s mouth. It is rare for students to get fined. 
· Removing doors may be helping, but this is not possible in all washrooms. Sheri thinks that anecdotally there has been a slight decrease perhaps due to communication to parents from James or because word is getting around that suspensions are happening.
· Q: Are there other place for kids to gather? A: Students are being encouraged to use cafeteria and have been told that the washroom is not a place to hang out.
· Sheri explained that students who are caught vaping are referred to counsellor who visits school 1 day per week. Sadly, students are trying vaping at younger ages (gr 6/7/8) so by the time they get to high school, they are addicted and it is much more difficult to get them to stop.
· Suggestion to get Public Health Nurse involved, resources/preventative action will help.
· FSS admin is doing what they can, but it takes a lot of vigilance and time. 
· Parents/caregivers would like to do more to tackle the issue - support efforts at the school level and also increase awareness at a school, board and community level. Discussion was tabled. An Anti-vaping Committee will be formed.


6. New Business 

7. Next meeting
Wednesday November 16th, 6:30

8. Adjournment
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Frontenac Secondary School
School Council Meeting
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Wednesday, September 23, 2015

- - 7:00-8:30 pm, Student Services Office

Agenda

1. Welcome - Mr. Steele (Principal)

2. Introduction - Beth Giorno (Chair 2014-15)
Nominations/Elections for Council Positions

Principal’s Update
g 828 PM_ E‘

9/9/2017





