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Frontenac Secondary School
School Council Meeting
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Wednesday, September 23, 2015

- - 7:00-8:30 pm, Student Services Office

Agenda

1. Welcome - Mr. Steele (Principal)

2. Introduction - Beth Giorno (Chair 2014-15)
Nominations/Elections for Council Positions

Principal’s Update
g 828 PM_ E‘

9/9/2017
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Wednesday, Oct 18, 2023, 6:30 pm

Learning Commons

	
	


Present: Christy Wither, Babisu Sugarman, Mark Foster, Jen Foster, Liz Sorensen

Candence Rhamey, Don Polk, Aydan Senturk, Shelly West, Maggie Gallivan, Ruth Yassuda, Innei Yassuda, Renee Lowery, Jeff Towers, Natasha Salt, Katheryn McCleary, Nila Bearisto, Angie Clark, Len Clifford, James Bonham-Carter

Virtual: Narelle Moses

Regrets: Setareh Ghahari 
1. Welcome & Call to Order (6:30-6:35) Time: 1831
Chair Welcomed Parent Council and all guest. There was discussion on hosting parent council meetings virtually for those who are unable make the meeting in person. This initiative will make the meetings more open to everyone. This initiative is being offered for those individuals who cannot make the meeting due to medical reasons. Those individuals requiring virtual access, please contact the Principal - James Bonham-Carter.
2. Adoption of the Agenda (6:35-6:38)
Motioned by: Angie

2nd By: Len
Approved

3. Approval of the minutes for June7, 2023 (6:38-6:40)
Motioned by: Angie

2nd By: Don
Approved

4. Reports for information (6:40-7:45)
a. Treasurers report for Acadie – Mark Foster (5 minutes)
	
	
	

	
	Treasurer's Report
	

	
	Module de L'Acadie
	

	
	
	

	Opening Balance Sept 1st 2023
	$2,539.80

	
	Staff Appreciation Donation
	$9.71

	
	
	

	Closing Balance Oct 18th 2023
	$2,549.51

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Allocation of Funds
	

	
	Red Maple Books
	$655.00

	
	Staff Appreciation
	$252.42

	
	Unallocated Funds
	$1,642.09

	
	
	$2,549.51


b. Treasurers report for Frontenac – Jen Foster (5 minutes)
[image: image3.emf]Date Transaction Description Amount

Balance from May 2023 1,702.26 

8-Jun-23 Donation for Staff Appreciation 250.00 

8-Jun-23 Donation for Staff Appreciation 326.00 

8-Jun-23 Beatriz Sugarman - Staff Appreciation -447.52 

8-Jun-23 Colleen Notley - Staff Appreciation -50.00 

9-Jun-23 HST rebate 9.75 

9-Jun-23 Acadie 45.59 

Balance September 30, 2023 1,836.08 


c. Principals report from – James (Acadie and Frontenac) (20 minutes)
School News, Events and Updates, 18 October, 2023
· Terry Fox Fundraising Event: Total for the Acadie contributions this year is $694.00. FSS raised $1209 for a grand total of $1903.  
· Acadie Open House: Thank you to everyone who was able to make it to the Open House!  Teachers enjoyed meeting the families who were able to attend.  If you were not able to join us last week or would like to speak with one of your child’s teachers, feel free to reach out to them to arrange a phone call or a face-to-face meeting (virtually or in person).
· Parent Teacher Interviews: Parent teacher interviews are scheduled for Wednesday, October 25 from 6pm-8pm in the gymnasium. All interviews are by appointment scheduled through School Day. While bookings are starting to fill up, you can connect directly with your student’s teachers if you are unable to make a Parent Teacher Interview evening or if the teacher you are looking to connect with is full. For a full list of our staff emails, please see our website. If you are unsure of your School Day login, please contact Vicki Gower to obtain your unique code at gowerv@limestone.on.ca. 
· Inclement Weather Days: As we are getting into colder weather, we anticipate that buses may be cancelled as needed due to weather conditions. Bus drivers, operators and municipal roads officials assess weather and road conditions between 4-5 a.m. on school days using a variety of data including accredited weather forecasters such as Environment Canada. They then report any conditions or issues that might affect the safe transportation of students to Tri-Board who will decide on busing around 5:30/6 a.m. Decisions sometimes happen quickly and can be different across the district based on different circumstances or conditions. This includes a decision after 5:30/6 a.m. based on changing or worsening weather and/or road conditions. Tri-Board and the school boards make their decisions with the best information available at the time. Parents may sign up for direct notification of delays and cancellations on Tri-Board’s website which they may receive via email or text message. The Board also shares delay and cancellation information on their website and Twitter account. The definitive source for cancellations is always Tri-Board. At Acadie and Frontenac, we encourage all students to attend school if it is safe to do so and want to remind students and families that schools are open for learning on these days. Students can expect to engage with learning on these days in all classes and potentially can connect 1 to 1 with teachers for extra support as less students will be in classes.
DISCUSSION: Inclement Weather was discussed by members of the council. The council is open to input on the increment weather day policy. Staff will continue to provide online work for students who are not able to make it to school, when busses are cancelled. Staff request parent and student patience in the morning to allow the staff time to load the online work as they also have their classroom responsibilities.
· FSS Halloween and Monster Mash Fundraiser: We look forward to seeing students express themselves on Halloween and participate in our annual Monster Mash basketball game. Please note that costumes cannot perpetuate stereotypes or be a product of cultural appropriation, and may not have parts that interfere with learning, prevent sitting at desks, or prevent participation in physical education class. Face masks and imitation weapons are NOT permitted at school.  Students can buy out of their period 4 classes to attend the annual Monster Mash by paying $2, students must buy tickets in advance to attend. To participate in the game, students must be in costume and pay $5 to participate in the traditional staff vs. students’ basketball game. Thank you for your cooperation in making our Halloween celebration a positive and inclusive experience for all. 
· Monday Math Help at Frontenac: Math help is available every day at lunch in the math office with teachers. A math help session is also run every Monday night at 7:00 pm in room 118. Students can also access lunchtime help in Rm. 118 on Tuesdays. For free virtual 1:1 math tutoring you can access TVO Mathify. 
· FSS Grade 10 Literacy Test (OSSLT): During the week of November 20th, Grade 10 students at Frontenac will be writing the Ontario Literacy Test. Successful completion of this test is a graduate requirement in Ontario. To prepare for the test, students will have in-class opportunities to learn and to demonstrate skills related to reading comprehension and communication. Further support will be available to students through our Student Success department. Should you have any questions, please reach out to Diana Truesdell, Lead Success Teacher, at oked@limestone.on.ca. 
· FSS Semester 1 Exams: First semester exams are scheduled for January 25-February 1, 2024. Detailed exam schedules will be going home in November. Please be aware that students must take exams at the scheduled times, schedules are subject to change, and may be affected by inclement weather days. Students will not be allowed to write exams at other times because of family vacations. Please keep this entire period free for this important purpose.   
· Acadie Day at the Kingston Frontenacs: Mark your calendars!  Friday, October 27th is Acadie Day at the Kingston Frontenacs game.  Help raise money for the Red Maple reading program at Acadie!  Tickets are reserved in a special section for Acadie and cost $21.00 all-inclusive per ticket. To purchase tickets, please go to https://am.ticketmaster.com/frontenacs/quickbuy?id=MzU= 
· Acadie Grade 7 Trip: The grade 7s will be invited to attend a 3-day, 2-night trip to RKY June 11-13, 2024.  Please note these dates in your calendar.  The cost will be about $210 which provides cabin accommodations, meals (dinner Tuesday through lunch on Thursday) and a program schedule.  We will be seeking parent chaperones.  Full details will be provided in the Spring. 
· Acadie Grade 8 Trip: At this point we don’t have any information about our Grade 8 trip.  More information will follow when we know more.
Extracurricular Activities:
· FSS Writers’ Club – meets on Mondays in the Drama Room – have fun writing and get feedback. 

· FSS Lunchtime Intramurals – basketball, dodgeball etc. everyone welcome, appropriate footwear mandatory.

· FSS Mathletes meet weekly to prepare for competition.

· FSS English Trip to NYC – off to the big apple this week!

· KASSAA fall sports are well under way and playoffs fast approaching! Field hockey, golf, cross country, swimming, boys’ volleyball, girls’ basketball, football.

· Acadie - LESSAA – soccer, cross country were a great success and volleyball well under way:

· Soccer Tournament - congratulations to all the Girls and Boys Soccer teams on their successful tournaments. Altogether we had 105 students playing across 6 different teams. The Girls and Boys ‘A’ teams both won gold, with Acadie Bleu and Jaune demonstrating good sportsmanship and teamwork throughout the day. We are very proud of all the players for showing school pride and being strong representatives for Acadie! A big thank you to coaches Brown, McCrea, Coon, Rhamey, and Doucet.  

· Kingston Invitational Race and Turkey Trot Race - the cross-country team was fortunate to be able to attend two cross country meets with FSS. 32 athletes raced in the Kingston Invitational Race.  The Regional Cross-Country meet was Thursday, October 12th at Fort Henry and we swept the podium for both girls and boys.  The top 25 finalists from this event will be competing in the Cross-Country finals at Fort Henry on Thursday, October 19th.  
Communications
· School newsletters coming out bi-weekly for FSS and bi-weekly for Acadie.

· Missed the Morning Announcements? Online –frontenacss.limestone.on.ca  – news items, morning announcements, staff contact information, school, and board policies etc.  The Acadie website is acadie.limestone.on.ca
· Social Media – Instagram fssprops2.0, X @ModuleAcadie
At a Glance: Events Coming up at Frontenac/Acadie
October 27: PA Day (no classes)
November 9: Remembrance Day Assembly 
November 10: PA Day (no classes)
November 14-27: FSS Grad Photos (by appointment)
November 17: FSS Midterm Report Cards go Home 
November 20-22: OSSLT for Grade 10 Students
November 22: School/Parent Council Meeting

d. FSS Teacher Representative Report:

· NSTR

e. Acadie Teacher Representative Report:
· Yearbook committee will be formed to initiate the annual yearbook. Students may choose if their pictures are to be submitted for print in the yearbook. 

· Math help has started and is available to all students.

· Many clubs are currently in place with more to come throughout the year. If a student wants to start a club, they should direct there interest to a teacher.

· Volleyball is in full swing with over 100 female students trying out for the team. Car pooling for teams will be required as buses are not available.

· The gym is available at lunch for those student who want to play sports.
DISCUSSION: Concern over the use of the outdoor basketball nets was raised. It was elaborated that basketball can be played in the gym as the outdoor nets are too close to school vehicle traffic and is a safety concern. 

f. Student Council Representative:
· Chair of the FSS Student Council is currently looking for student volunteers to be “Freddy the Falcon” for the year. This initiative will improve esprit de corps. 

· Current events and upcoming events were presented to the parent council.

· It was reported that more student engagement is required and that initiatives are being investigated in order to increase school spirit and participation.
g. Chairs report for Acadie – Maggie Gallivan:
· Family Pizza Fundraiser Night on December 12th - $12.50 from every order is directed back to FSS/Acadie. Reason TBD – emailed James and Elisabeth to bring wants/need to council.

· Fundraising will be initiated in order to raise funds for future Red Maple Book program. Funds raised this year for Acadie will be rolled into next years program as this financial year is covered by funds set aside last year.

· Parent Reaching Out (PRO) Funding to support Parent engagement/involvement – Application deadline Dec 10, 2023. Topic to be raised during discussion.
· Review of lasts years events – Screenagers movie night & music and paint night. Many events were a successful and the council will continue to plan further events.

· Chair discussed forming a committee via virtual meetings, to come up with ideas to present to Council. This committee could be established for fundraising/PRO funding?
· Council insurance – The Chair emailed information to the council and a motion was made as follows: 

· Motion to purchase additional insurances in order to cover all council members and council events. The cost is to be shared by both FSS and Acadie.
· Motioned by: Jen

· 2nd By: Nila
· Approved

h. Chairs report for Frontenac – Angie Clark
· chair expressed gratitude for attendance as parent involvement is crucial for the success of the school 

· our collective efforts can lead to meaningful change

· council provides an important space to connect the school community 

· by increasing numbers and encouraging participation, we can provide more diverse perspectives 

· last year's activities included film screening and staff appreciation brunch for teachers, looking for new ideas for this year

· broader goal of building community will help us improve connections between the school and the community which improves the overall learning environment for our children

i. PIC Representatives – Christy Wither & Mark Foster
· The Board has a new policy on feedback and input on the policy is requested by   27 October. Information will be sent to James.

·  Food insecurity and the food sharing program was discussed. More information     to follow.
5. Topics for Discussion (30 minutes)
· PRO (Parent Reaching Out) Funding application deadline is December 10, 2023 - max $1000, disbursed on a first-come, first-served basis. Discussion to be deferred to the committee to come up with ideas to present to the council. Meeting date TBD.

· Discussion was raised for Ideas for Parent Engagement & other initiatives 2023-2024. Discussion to be deferred to the committee that will be formed.

· Council insurance – The Chair emailed information to the council and a motion was  passed to purchase additional insurances.
· Please be advised that the parent council meeting previously planned for February 21st  will be moved to to February 22nd.

· School Cell Phone policy was discussed. It was  
6. New Business (15 minutes)
· Maggie provided a Food Sharing Project petition. The petition was passed around for signature for those interested.

· CPIC – Background/Vulnerability Checks are required for those individuals who want to volunteer with the school. It is recommended that those individual who would like to volunteer for school events and class trips in June to get the application filled out with the Kingston Police Department. Cost is $40 per person and is good for 3 years.

· Don proposed that we plant the seed/start future discussions on the importance of   building a culture of excellence at the school. The discussion focused on options to be explored to improve student services, clubs, music program (School Musicals), community engagement and superior after school programs. The council will continue to discuss this topic at the next meeting.

7. Next meeting –  Wednesday, November 22, 2023
8. Adjournment: Time: 2035
Motioned by: Mark

2nd By:Jen
Approved
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