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Minutes - Frontenac Secondary School and Module de L’Acadie
School Council

Wednesday. January 11, 2023, 6:30 pm
Learning Commons

	
	


Present: James Bonham-Carter, Colleen Notley, Ethan Perez, Christy Wither, Maggie Gallivan, Angie Clark, Casey Walters Grey, Narelle Moses, Nicole Rowsome, Setareh Ghahari, Emily Casterton, Don Polk, Geoff Salter, Cadence Rhamey

Regrets: Babi Sugarman and Saira Cheema

1. Welcome & Call to Order 6:30-6:35
Welcome to Mme Rhamey from Acadie, and thank you for joining us tonight!
Here is what Mme Rhamey spoke to us about:
Teacher Updates

· FSS/Acadie Winter concert was a success.  We have 12 students who participate as part of music enrichment

· Volleyball season finished in December - a large number of students participated in the A, B, C and rec teams this year.  Now Basketball season is starting with tournaments being held at the end of February

· Our Food Drive amassed 550 items and $50.00.  To celebrate, top classes won prizes: students could decorate Mr. Burra or Mme Rhamey, cut Ms. Benn's hair, shave Mr. Brown's head, or Pie Face a staff member

· Students had the opportunity to try bowling before the break - it was brand new for some of them

· Ms. Doucet organised this year's Amazing Race with activities throughout the neighbourhood

· Réveillon was lovely, with some amazing food in each of the classes.  A great celebration that we were happy to have once again

Upcoming
· Caribou math contest continues Jan 18th & 19th

· 7E1, 7E2 and the 7s of the split are going to Gould Lake for their winter program on Jan 20th. We require a number of parent volunteers for this trip, if you are able to attend please reach out. 

· Grade 8s are having presentations this week to talk about grade 9 course selection

· Parent night at FSS is Thursday, February 2nd at 7:00 p.m.

· Yearbook Club begins on Tuesday, January 17th 2022. 
· Art club coming soon! 

2. Adoption of the Agenda (6:35-6:40)
Motioned by: Colleen
2nd By:  Maggie 
Approved

3. Approval of the minutes for November 16. 2022 (6:40-6:45)
Motioned by: Colleen
2nd By:  Christy
Approved

4. Reports for information (6:45-7:45)
a. Treasurers report for Acadie – Christy Withers (5 minutes)
Red maple book amount come out
Insurance money came out – full amount is slightly higher than the prorated amount. This insurance was required to ensure we had insurance in place for the date of the Domino’s pizza fundraiser

Motion: That we, the parent council, accept the payment of the full amount of the insurance, for 83.70, which is a slightly higher amount than the pro-rated amount. 
Motioned By: Colleen
2nd By: Angie
All in favour
Approved 
Since the meeting in Nov 2022:
Expenses paid:	$1350.00 for Red Maple books
$83.70 for liability insurance until Oct 2023
Revenue:		$500.00 from the Parent Engagement Grant
                			$655.00 from the Domino’s fund raiser
Account Balance:     $2392.02
Budgeted:                 $655.00   for Red Maple books Fall 2023
Remaining Balance: $1737.02


b. Treasurers report for Frontenac – Ethan Perez (5 minutes)
· Overall FSS fund increased $981.30, to $2,266.51 from $1,285.21
· Additions were $1,155, as follows:
· $500 Parent Engagement Grant
· $655 Domino's Pizza fundraiser
· Uses amounted to $173.70, as follows:
· $90.00 Holiday Cheers gift cards, paid to Jennifer McCluskey
· $83.70 for FSS share of Council insurance, to LDSB
· Additional funds due this week of $410
· Holiday Cheer Grant $500
· Less: amount spent of Holiday Cheer gift cards
· Final balance: Current amount of $2,266.51 subtract $410.00 = $1,856.51

c. Principals report from – James (Acadie and Frontenac) (20 minutes)
School News, Events and Updates
· Staffing for FSS Semester 2, is mostly complete. Two retirements:
· Mike Doyle – Phys Ed Teacher, Football and Rugby Coach
· Cheryl Dawson – Phys Ed teacher, Spec Ed teacher, Volleyball coach

· New teachers hired:
· Dale Bennett – Geography and Social Science
· Mike Chapman – Phys Ed
· Michel Roy – French Phys Ed
· Dominika Dembinski – English
· Naomi Franchetto – Foods and Business
· Jerilyn Labrie – Math and English
· Kathryn McCleary – Chemistry
· Devon Runions – Math, Social Science
· Holly Thompson – Business
· Charlie Tremblay – Drama, Geography

· FSS Department Headships Appointed: 
· Duncan Cowan – Phys Ed Department Head
· Steven Mueller – Math, Business and Computers Interim Department Head
· Deb Gavel – Modern Languages Interim Department Head 

· Staffing for Acadie – Andrew Seychuk – 7/8 French Immersion (S. Lasko leave) 
· Acadie - Partners in Mission Food Bank donated 550 items and $50.00.  Thank you for supporting our community.
· FSS Student Council – looking to re-book the dance that was postponed, a date should be selected by the end of this week, council hosts weekly events (ie: spirit days)
· Virtual Limestone Tutoring and other provincial tutoring resources available – see newsletter and website for details.
· FSS has been trying to support students with the upcoming exam period. This is the first full semester cycle that students have experienced, and some may be feeling stress and/or anxiety about the upcoming exams. 
Extracurricular Sports Updates
· Frontenac Winter Sports – girls’ volleyball, boys’ basketball, boys’ and girls’ varsity hockey, curling, skiing, swimming, and badminton.
· Acadie – basketball season has started with 50 boys and 100 girls coming out.
School Safety, Routines and Expectations
· Preparing for colder weather – Acadie students are to wear appropriate outdoor clothing, boots, and gloves to be prepared for outdoor recess
· Inclement Weather (Snow Days) – transportation is cancelled, schools remain open, and staff are available for students who come to school. James will write up a message to share in a newsletter about students attending school on inclement weather days. The expectation is that teachers will teach the students who are at school, those who stay home are expected to go online and do the work posted online.
· Security camera upgrade and installation partially complete and operational   
· Family Pickup & Drop Off - please be advised that the private property along Bath Rd. cannot be used for caregivers picking up or dropping off students. We’ve received reports from our neighbours that buildings are crowded with FSS/Acadie caregivers at pickup and drop off times. FSS is in contact with Kingston Transit to discuss city bus drop off/pick up times out front of the school. Also, in discussions with the City of Kingston regarding the crosswalk. Safety is of greatest concern. 
· Washrooms update – we have seen significant improvements with respect to congregating and vaping.
Communications
· School newsletters coming out later this week. The websites have the capability to translate the newsletters into multiple languages.
· Websites – acadie.limestone.on.ca,  frontenacss.limestone.on.ca  – news items, morning announcements, school, and board policies etc.
· Social Media - Twitter @FSSProps, @ModuleAcadie
Upcoming Events
· Acadie Caribou Math Contest on Jan 18th and 19th
· Acadie Gould Lake Trip Fri. Jan 20th for 7E1, 7E2 and 7s of 7/8E.
· Secondary Final Exam dates are January 26, 27, 30, 31st. Feb 1, with an inclement weather day February 2. These days are incredibly important, and students must attend their scheduled final exam days. Families have already been requested to NOT book holidays that may conflict with these dates. Exams will be written in the gym, in a formal exam schedule.
· FSS Grade 8 Parent Night is on Thursday, February 2nd at 7:00 p.m. to learn about course selection
· FSS Semester 2 begins on February 6th
· FSS Grad Photos - Edge Photography has booked three final days on February 14, 15, and 16 to come to Frontenac to accommodate graduation retakes. Students must book directly with Edge imaging.


d. Chairs report for Acadie – Maggie Gallivan (15 minutes)
Progrant application ($1000.00) submitted Dec 16th. Will combine our efforts with FSS screenagers as a follow up event. Acadie will host a Paint and Discovery night. Looking to encourage parent engagement, socializing and just to enjoy an evening out. Discussions about the FSS screenagers night.
Copy here for review.

For $500 parent engagement fund – We may need those funds to top up funds for our Paint and Discovery night. Shall we pause any spending until after hosting this event? Depending on number in attendance snacks, supplies and drinks and clean up may prove costly, over $1000 progrant will provide for event.

Pizza fund raiser held Dec 12th – great success. 131 codes used, total $1310, $665 each council. I have had a few follow up conversations with Jeff to improve details for next time. 
Money will be put towards purchase Red maple books for Acadie students as per previous motion.

Thoughts:
Was hoping to get Council support on sending out Valentines to our students’ parents/caregivers. Maybe a heart shaped card with information about parent council, to watch for upcoming parent engagement events, list of meeting dates, and both Chair’s contact information for feedback. I thought a “take home” instead of an email might be nice for a change. This will be more popular with the younger grades, less likely to sit in the school bag for months. I was going to ask “my helpers” to cut out hearts and Council could approve a pre printed stick-on with the above information. Send out a blast to parents to watch for it.

Motion – I’d like to buy a little gift for “my helpers” Maybe $5.00 to 10.00 Tim’s gift cards? They did such a great job during pizza night keeping morale high, singing and dancing, chatting. I am hoping this incentive will help me recruit a few more.  I covered the costs of the dollar store decorations for the fundraiser, was about $35.00. Hoping to pay incentive to students instead.

Motion – To purchase 5 Tim Horton’s gift cards, in the amount of $10.00 each, to gift to the 5 student helpers for their contributions and assistance on the evening of December 12th during the FSS/Acadie Dominos Pizza Fundraiser evening, without precedent.
$25.00 will come from the FSS budget and $25.00 from the Acadie budget. 
Motioned By: Maggie 
2nd By: Colleen , majority voted
Passed  

Suggestion: When Progrant funds approved, crossing fingers, for our Paint and Discovery Night we will form a smaller planning group to organize event. Keep that in mind and watch for an email to join.

e. Chairs report for Frontenac – Colleen Notley (15 minutes)
Progrant application 
Submitted December 13th via email.   Decided to go with screening the 2nd Screenagers movie titled "Screenagers - Uncovering skills for stress resilience".  provides tips on giving teens skills to handle their emotions. The filmmaker sets out to understand these challenges in our current screen filled society, and how we as parents and schools empower teens to overcome mental health challenges and build emotional agility, communication savvy, and stress resilience. The movie will be screened for both Frontenac and Acadie parents to catch a wider audience. Many of the Acadie students will be moving onto Frontenac and is considered one of our feed schools. 
 
Extra liability insurance motion  
Motion was sent out via email regarding the purchase of the extra liability insurance for the joint school council.  The cost of this insurance will be shared by both councils.   

Motion:I motion that Acadie and Frontenac School Council purchase the pro-rated extra coverage insurance, which covers January 1 2023 until October 2023.  The cost of the insurance will be split between the two councils. 
Motioned By: Colleen
2nd By: Maggie Gallivan, majority voted
Passed  
 
As it turned out, because we were hosting the pizza fund raiser we decided to purchase the insurance right away.   The cost of the insurance is 167.40 and it covers us from November 1 2022 to October 31 2023 
 
Motion to use Frontenacs pizza fund raiser proceeds to support Holiday Cheer 
Motion sent out via email on Friday December 2nd to all council members regarding Frontenac school council supporting the “Holiday Cheer” initiative and to use funds from the pizza fund raiser.   Fits in well with our reason for fund raising was to “support student success”.  The school uses the money to purchase gift cards. 
 
Motion: I motion that Frontenac School Council provide 500.00 to support this initiative.  The money will come from the proceeds of the pizza fundraiser and topped up with money from the council account, if needed, to bring it to 500.00.  
Motioned By: Colleen
2nd By:  Crystal Bevens Leblanc    
Majority voted yes 
Passed 
 
We have quite a bit of money in each account, so we need to figure out the best way to spend it.  There is a suggestion of forming a spending committee and meet in person to discuss this but I’m getting a feeling that people don’t want any more meetings.  

Would a more efficient way, be to poll the parents to see what they would like.  We could give them an idea of budget and go from there.  Once we get some ideas, the council can vote on what they think will benefit the most.  Thoughts?  


The Kingston Police will present a virtual session on hate crime awareness, prevention, and reporting in January 11 at 6 p.m. 
- Review of hate/discrimination
- What is a hate crime vs a hate/bias-motivated crime/incident?- - Victims of hate: What to do/how to report
- What to expect
- Case examples (pulled from local records/incidents)
- Allyship
- Questions?

Teams link: https://bit.ly/PICHateCrimeSession

I have asked if this will be recorded.  The PIC co-chair will let me know. 


5. Topics for Discussion (30 minutes)
· Polling parents Re:  How to spend school council money                (10 minutes)  
· Issues with school day for Acadie                                                           (5 minutes)  
· Update on request for list of school clubs/activities?    		(5 minutes) 
-all extracurriculars are voluntarily run by staff
-if there is a group of students interested in a topic, typically a staff member will step up to run the club/activity
                    
· Duke of Edinburgh Award program – Any interest in promoting    (10 minutes) 
· Bronze, silver, gold level of achievement
· Working towards self-improvement
· Is there an Ontario chapter? A local chapter?


6. New Business (15 minutes)

7. Next meeting – Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

8. Adjournment
Motioned by:  Colleen
2nd By:  Don 
Approved
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Frontenac Secondary School
School Council Meeting
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Wednesday, September 23, 2015

- - 7:00-8:30 pm, Student Services Office

Agenda

1. Welcome - Mr. Steele (Principal)

2. Introduction - Beth Giorno (Chair 2014-15)
Nominations/Elections for Council Positions

Principal’s Update
g 828 PM_ E‘

9/9/2017





